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Title: Richard E. Twiss correspondence 
Date: 1973-1992 
Collection Number: Arch2006.08  
Accession Number: 1992.8.1-.205; 1992.21.3.1-.80; 1993.4.1-.11 
Extent: .5 linear feet 
Language of Materials: In English. 
Repository:  

Research Center of the Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation Trust 
951 Chicago Ave. 
Oak Park, IL 60302 
Ph: 708.848.1976 
www.wrightplus.org/museum/research.html 

Name of Creator(s): Twiss, Richard E. 
Biographical or Administrative History: Richard Earl Twiss (b. May 28, 1945, d. March 3, 1992) was an architect, 
Wright expert, Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation Trust (then Frank Lloyd Wright Home & Studio Foundation) 
founding board member and donor to the collections. 
Scope and Content: This collection documents Twiss’s scholarly interest in the architecture and designs of Frank 
Lloyd Wright and Chicago architecture, his contributions to historic preservation, and the history of the Robie House. 
It is primarily comprised of correspondence with Donald Hoffmann whose study of the design and history of the 
Robie house and the families who lived there resulted in the seminal text Frank Lloyd Wright’s Robie House: The 
Illustrated Story of an Architectural Masterpiece. Other correspondents include Grant Carpenter Manson, Paul Sprague, 
Bruce Brooks Pfeiffer, William Allin Storrer, Greg Williams and Bruce Goff. 

Administrative Information 

Immediate Source of Acquisition: Correspondence to Rick Twiss and copies of his outgoing correspondence was 
donated by his parents and heirs Wallace and Sarah Twiss in late 1992. Twiss correspondence to Donald Hoffmann 
was donated by Hoffmann in December 1992 in response to the Twiss donation. 
System of Arrangement: I: Incoming correspondence arranged alphabetically by sender; II: Outgoing 
correspondence arranged alphabetically by recipient.  
Processing Information: Originally organized into two collections, the Rick Twiss correspondence and the Donald 
Hoffmann correspondence. Each was arranged chronologically. Valerie Harris, librarian/archivist, reorganized the 
collection to comprise a single unit with an alphabetical arrangement in May 2006. 
Separated Materials: The following accessions were removed as out-of-scope of the collection or duplicated 
material: 1993.04.01.11, 1992.21.03.14, 1992.08.19, 1992.08.23, 1993.04.01.12, 1992.08.203, 1992.08.205, 
1992.21.03.79, 1992.21.03.80  
Access Restrictions: This collection is available for research. Please contact the research center for an application to 
use special collections. 
Publication Rights: Contact the librarian/archivist for copyright information and permission to publish.  
Preferred Citation: [Identification of item]. Richard E. Twiss correspondence, 1973-1992. Arch2006.08. Frank Lloyd 
Wright Preservation Trust, Research Center, Oak Park, Ill. 
 
Index Terms & Subjects 

 
Twiss, Richard E. – Correspondence. 
Hoffmann, Donald – Correspondence. 
Storrer, William Allin – Correspondence. 
Wright, Frank Lloyd, 1867-1959 – Criticism and interpretation. 
Darwin D. Martin House (Buffalo, N.Y.) – Criticism and interpretation. 
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Robie House (Chicago, Ill.) – Criticism and interpretation. 
Frank Lloyd Wright House (Oak Park, Ill.) – Criticism and interpretation. 
Frank Lloyd Wright Studio (Oak Park, Ill.) – Criticism and interpretation. 
Unity Temple (Oak Park, Ill.) – Criticism and interpretation. 
Rookery Building (Chicago, Ill.) – Criticism and interpretation. 

Container List 

Incoming correspondence, 1973-1990.  
Box 1
 Folder: 

1. A-G, 1973-1989. 
2. H, 1973-1988. 
3. Hoffmann, Donald, 1978-1991. 
4. K-N, 1976-1990. 
5. O-P, 1973-1992. 
6. Q-S, 1974-1990. 
7. Storrer, William Allin, 1987-1990. 
8. V-Z, 1978-1989. 
9. Unknown last name, undated, 1982-1990. 

Outgoing correspondence, 1974-1992. 
10. B-F, 1977-1989. 
11. H, 1982-1989. 
12. Hoffmann, Donald, 1978, 1980. 
13. Hoffmann, Donald, 1981-1982. 
14. Hoffmann, Donald, 1983-1984. 
15. Hoffmann, Donald, 1985-1986. 
16. Hoffmann, Donald, 1987-1988. 
17. Hoffmann, Donald, 1989-1992. 
18. I-L, 1976-1991. 
19. M-P, 1977-1990. 
20. Q-S, 1974-1990. 
21. V-W, 1987-1988. 

 


